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THE RUSSO-POLISH JEWS. 


| passed the round of the whole European press, is de- 


The line of policy which we are pursuing in the affairs of our | Clared to be entirely unfounded. Thus the report of the two 


unfortunate brethren, was laid down in No. 118. ‘The more we 
have their interest at heart, and the more anxious we. are for 
their fate, the greater is our caution in making statements which, 
after all, may turn out mere newspaper exaggerations, or even 
fabrications likely still further to iritate ; and therefore, the more 
averse are we to denunciations which might render still more 
difficult the position of those ready and competent effectually 
to act in the emergency. 

This policy has not only been sanctioned by those who know 
more of the state of things than we, and are sctually exerting 
themselves in behalf of our brethren, but it has also been indi- 
rectly approved by an intelligent portion of the Jewish press. 


Thus we find the article in which we declared our policy, in | 


which we referred to the mischievous consequences to hum- 
bled Poland of the French invectives against the Czar, in- 
serted at length into the influential columns of the rchives 

All we know at present is, that some severe, some extraordi- 
nary blow, is levelled at our northern brethren ; but what it is, if 
it will irrecoverably fall, if it cau be delayed, mitigated, or, per- 
haps, even prevented, this we are still to learn. All we know 
hitherto, is derived from newspaper reports; and are such 
sources pure? Can we depend upon the knowledge derived 
therefrom? Can we, relying upon them, proceed to devise any 
practical means? Assuredly not. In order to remedy, we 
Must first be exaetly acquainted with the evil and its ex- 
tent; and that is precisely what we do not yet know, but what 
we hope soon to learn. Let those who are really anxious for 
the welfare of our brethren, in whom real love for them out- 
Weighs that selfish gratification, which delights in venting its 
choler even at the hazard of aggravating the fate of those whom 
it pretends to serve—let those patiently wait a few weeks 
longer. False statements, exaggerated reports, and intempe- 
tate language, can certainly profit nothing, may be injurious, 
and must at all events render still more difficult the position 
of those who do not merely talk, but act also, 

Various circumstances have lately transpired which confirm 
Us in our first opinion, that several accounts reported from 
Russia are highly coloured, or grossly exaggerated, if not get 
ungrounded. Thus, the account of the Basilian nuns, whic | 


Jewish sailors of Cronstadt, who preferred death to apostacy, 
is positively contradicted in Russian papers. And if two such 
atrocious accounts were manadictared and obtained currency, 
why should not reports of a less revolting nature have been 
devised and promulgated? But, in deprecating exaggerations, 
we do not mean to deny the magnitude of the evil pending over 
our brethren. ‘This is in itself terrible enough to need no as- 
sistance from fiction. We deprecate it because such an admix- 
ture if discovered, and discovered it must be, is likely to 
discredit the whole account, as a liar is not believed even 
when he speaks the truth. In beam regi sobriety of lan- 
guage, we do not advise inactivity. Let us be active, but in 
silence; let us be prepared for the worst, but still not give 
up our hope. Meanwhile, we offer to our readers the 
substance of various gleanings on the subject from foreign 
apers, 
4 The editor of the Z. des J. publishes an article under the 
head, ‘‘ What assistance can be rendered to the Russian Jews,”’ 
in which he seeks to establish the following points:—I. That 
the oppression of the Jews is not the consequence of a passing 
whim, or a transitory tyranny, but of a settled system, according 
to which the Russo-Greek church is to be forced upon all the 
inhabitants of the empire, and that, therefore, all remonstrances 
and petitions will be useless, II. That, consequently, the sole 
remedy is emigration. He points again to the thinly populated 
regions of the western hemisphere, to Australia, and even to the 
Cape, and argues, that as far as their habits of life are con- 
cerned, the Jews are prepared for such a transplantation, 
being from childhood inured to all species of privation and 
hardship ; and there being, moreover, among them many mecha- 
nics ad agriculturists. ILI. He advises strongly the formation 
of committees, for the raising of funds and concerting the neces- 
sary measures for such an undertaking ; and, lastly, he thinks that 
the wardens of the various larger German congregations are 
the natural leaders who should guide such a movement.* The 
editor dces not conceal from himself, the magnitude of the diffi- 
culties necessarily attending such a stupendous undertaking as 


* Our contemporary has sent a copy of the paper containing this article, 
to the Wardens of all considerable congregations in Germany. 
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the transplantation of a million and a-half of human beings; | 


but yet he trusts in the assistance of Him who never yet 
deserted Israel in their distress, who once miraculously divided 
for them the floods of the sea. We must, he thinks, make the 
attempt, because no other means for saving them offers itself. 
He, moreover, expects extraordinary efforts from all our brethren 
throughout Europe, who will certainly be joined by many of our 
Christian brethren, abhorring such compulsory conversions 
not less than we ourselves do. . 

In the Orient, we read an appeal of the Hungarian Jewish 
preacher Schiller of Eperies, who calls the attention of his bre- 
thren to Sir Moses Montefiore’s journey to Russia, bids them 
co-operate with him, and recommends his countrymen to peti- 
tion government to allow a free passage, and to offer other fa- 
cilities to those Jewish emigrants that would pass through 
Hungary. 

Since our last, intelligence of the insurrection in Poland has 
electrified Europe. The effect which it may exercise upon the 
fate of our unhappy brethren cannot yet be even imagined; 
and whether it will arrest the progress of Sir Moses Montefiore, 
_we have still to learn. 


LAYING THE FIRST STONE OF THE JEWS’ OR- 
PHAN ASYLUM, BY THE REV. DR. ADLER, CHIEF 
RABBI. 


This highly interesting ceremony took place on Tuesday, the 
10th instant. The Rev. Dr. Adler Dever at one o'clock, at the 
present Institution in Leman-street, where he was met by a large 
party of gentlemen, together with the officers of the institution. 
Amongst others present we noticed the Rev. J. Levy; Rev. A. 
Levy ; Rev. L. Barnett; Rev. D. Meldola; Rev. A. Haliva, 
(Dayanim); Frederick Hart, esq., President of the Institution.; 
Samuel Moses, esq., Treasurer; Laurence Philips, esq., Chair- 
man of the Building Committee ; Isaac B. Elkin, esq.; A. L. 
Moses, esq.; Henry Moses, esq. ; Sampson Samuel, 

Abm. Levy, esq.; D. Moses, esq. ; Joseph Sebag, esq. ; John 
Dias, esq.; Samuel Cohen, esq. ; Joseph Joseph, esq.; and a 
numerous assemblage of the founders and Committee of the 
Institution. Refreshments of an excellent quality were pre- 
ae and partaken of by the guests. A drawing was ex- 

ibited in the room, from which it appears that the new Asylum 
will be a handsome building. It is situated in the Tenter 
Ground, Goodman’s Fields, and is erected by the gift of 2,100/., 
presented by A. L. Moses, esq., in memory of his late wife, 
Abigail; in addition to which the ground on which it stands is 
the freehold property of the Institution, purchased by voluntary 
contributions. Among the donors to the fund for this purpose 
are the following gentlemen: Frederick Hart, esq. 50/.; Abm. 
_ Levy, esq. 502.; Mrs. Levy, 507. ; Joel Emanuel, esq. 502. ; 

Samuel Moses, esq. 20/.; Henry L. Moses, esq. 25/.; Eleazer 
Moses, esq. 25/.; Joseph Moses, esq. 25/.; Benjamin Moses, 
esq. 25/.; Henry Moses, esq., 10/. 10s. ; Joseph Henry, esq. 
251: Lewis Jacobs, esq. 10/. 10s.; Jonas Engel, esq. 107. 10s. ; 
David Moses, esq., 10/. 10s. ; Elias Davis, esq., 107. 10s. ; 
Isaac B. Elkin, esq. 10/. 10s. ; Laurence Phillips, esq. 52. 5s. ; 
Jacob B. Elkin, esq. 5/. 5s.; Walter Joseph, esq. 5/. Ss. ; 
Joshua Joseph, esq. 31 5s.; Aaxon Joseph, esq. 51. 5s. ; Solo- 
mon Joseph, esq. d/. 5s.; Abm. Myers, esq. 5/. 5s.; Maurice 
Solomon, esq. 5s.; Michael Myers, esq. 5/. 5s. ; Israel 
Barned, esq. 5/. 5s.; Mrs. Israel Barned, 5/. 5s.; Morris 
Samuel, esq. 5/. 5s. 


Attwo o’clock, the Rev. Chief Rabbi, setemeuies by the Pre- 


sident, Treasurer, and other officers, proceeded from the present 
Institution in Leman-street, to the new building. He was pre- 
ceded by the children of the charity, and followed by the 
founders and Committee of the Institution, and the visitors. 
On arriving at the new building, we found that considerable 
progress had been made in the brick work, so as to enable the 
observer to form an idea of what the appearance of the building 
will be. Barriers had been placed round the spot, outside of 
which a large concourse of spectators had assembled, ‘a large 


proportion of which were of the fairsex. The ceremony seemed 


to have created some stir in the neighbourhood, since every 


| 


available spot from which a view might be obtaine 

cupied, as well as the windows of the adjacent een On the 
Chief Rabbi's arrival at the spot where the stone was to be 
laid, the boys of the charity repeated their daily prayer for the 
welfare of their benefactors, and sang the 22nd Psalm. 

The Rev. Curer Rasa then delivered a most excellent ora- 
tion in English, which we regret our space will not permit us 
to give in full. He commenced by stating the diffidence he 
felt in addressing the assemblage in their native tongue. When 
he reflected there were those present who would expect an elo. 

uent address, he felt that from his imperfect acquaintance with 
the language, he would disappoint them. Yet, having accepted 
the honor foc them, he would strive to impress upon those 
present—and he trusted God would give him strength to show 
it—the sacred nature of the ceremony they were then per- 
forming. He likened this occason to that recorded in the Book 
of Ezra, when, at the re-erection of the Temple, many wept 
whilst many shouted with joy. Those who wept, did so from 
a remembrance of the troubles that had rendered this roe. 


building of the Temple necessary, while those who shouted 


with a loud voice, did so with joy that .the Almighty had 
vouchsafed to permit them to re-build the Temple. So with 
this Institution, while Joy filled their breasts that they had suc- 
ceeded in their philanthrophic object, yet must they all fee) 
sorrow on reflecting on the melancholy time which gave birth 
to this now noble charity. They would all remember, better 
than himself, the dreadful time when sorrow—devastating 
sickness—and the horrors of the cholera, had deprived some 
poor children of their natural guardians—of their support—of 
their guides—of their parents. Then it was, in the hour of 
affliction, that a few good, industrious, kind-hearted men, first 
established this Society ; and now, by the beneficence and 
philanthrophy of one man, those benefits were to be enlarged 
and rendered permanent. And thus might we again rejoice to 
see how humanity cured the evils of nature. 

The Rev. Rabbi then spoke in high terms of those who first 
founded the Institution, and also of Mr. A. L. Moses, for his 
liberality and piety in erecting the present building. He then 
concluded a most effective address, by expressing a hope that 
the future inmates of the charity, as well as its supporters, 
would continue to walk in the paths of righteousness, and that 
the orphans would have held out to them the golden sceptre of 
knowledge, and thus become valuable members of society. 

The Rev. Dr. Adler then proceeded to lay the stone, within 
which was enclosed a bottle containing the date of the founding 
of the Institution, with the names of the founders and the 
present committee. This is covered by a brass plate, with the 
following inscription :—* This plate records the ceremony of 
laying the first stone of the Jews’ Orphan Asylum, by the Rev. 
Dr. Nathan Marcus Adler, Chief Rabbi of the Jews in Great 
Britain, which building was the endowment of Abraham 
Lyon Moses, Esq., in memory of his late wife Abigail Moses, 
10th March, 5606, 1846, in the 9th year of the reign of Queen 
Victoria.—Frederick Hart, esq., President ; Laurence Phillips, 
esq., Chairman of the building Committee; John Davies, esq., 
Architect ; Richard Ashby, Builder.” 

The very handsome silver trowel with which the ceremony 
was performed bore the following engraved thereon. “ With 
this trowel did the Rev. Dr. Nathan Marcus Adler, Chief 
Rabbi of the Jews in Great Britain, lay the first stone of the 
Jews’ Orphan Asylum, which building was the endowment of 
Abraham Lyon Moses, esq., in memory of his late wife Mrs. 
Abigail Moses, 10th March, a. u. 5606, in the 9th year of the 
reign of Queen Victoria; President, Frederick Hart, ¢4; 
Chairman of the Building Committee, Lawrence Phillips, esq. 

The ceremony being complete, the Rev. Chief Rabbi then 
delivered a short but impressive prayer, invoking the blessing 
of God on the Institution, its originators and supporters. , 

Freverick Hart, Esq. the President, next addressed the 
meeting. He dwelt on the philanthropic object of the Institu- 
tion, and spoke in praise of its founders, who were mostly men 
in moderate circumstances. He took a retrospect of the eg 
of the society; and having congratulated the meeting on the 
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excellent oration. they had just heard delivered by the Rev. 
Chief Rabbi, concluded by expressing his hope od belief that 
the charity would prosper. 
The boys then sang the 112th and 150th Psalm, which ter- 
minated the proceedings of the day. 
It is worthy of remark, in connexion with this charity, that 
should unfortunately any calamity occur, the doors of the Insti- 


tution are open to orphans without election, although the pre- 
sent number of recipients is 19 only. 


FORMATION OF JEWISH COLONIES IN PALESTINE. 


The Liverpool Standard, of the 24th Feb., devoting a long 
notice to Colonel Gawler’s scheme concerning the formation of 
Jewish Colonies in Palestine, introduces the subject thus :— 

“ Colonel G. Gawler, who justly considers himself “ one of 
the most successful founders of the finest colony, in proportion 
to its duration, that has ever yet appeared in the world,” re. 
cently published a highly interesting pamphlet on the tranquil- 
lization of Syria and the East, by the establishment of Jewish 
Colonies in Palestine, which has been distributed among the 
highest authorities in this country, and has already excited much 
interest in behalf of the wise and philanthropic object of the 
writer. A highly favourable notice of that work, which appeared 
in The Voice of Jacob, a clever metropolitan publication of the 
Anglo-Jewish periodical press, has called forth some additional 
remarks on the subject, which appear in the columns of that 
paper, in the form of a letter addressed to the editor, from 
which tin the absence of the pamphlet itself,) we abstract 
some of the leading facts and arguments adduced in favour of 
the scheme.” 

After giving a digest of the letter, the paper closes with the 
following remark :— 

‘The conclusion to which we are led by this rapid review of 
Colonel Gawler’s scheme is, that it is not only practicable and 
highly desirable, but that if Great Britain, by herself, or in con- 
junction with other governments, should undertake the object 
in question, a more experienced pioneer and auxiliary in the 
ae of colonization could not be found than the zealous and 
enlightened advocate who has thus set forth its advantages.” 


Tae ‘APPEAL OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE WesT LONDON 
Synacocue or Britisu Jews, To THEIR Brotuer 
ITES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED KINGDOM.” 


This is the second authoritative publication of the Burton 
Street congregation since the opening of their b pany of worship ; 
the sermon of the Rev. D. W. Marks, delivered on that occasion, 
having been the first declaration of principle issued by that body. 
Were we not sincerely anxious for peace, for the restoration 
of the brotherly union so sadly disturbed, the document under 
review would furnish us with too abundant materials, too in- 
flammatory fuel to feed a flame, certainly not kindled by the 
orthodox Jews. We might hav expatiated on the manifest 
endeavours to pervert the que: .n at issue; we might have 
shown the unfairness of presenting onlyhalf the truth, —by making 
the “‘caution” refer merely to the publication of an unautho- 
tized prayer-book, whilst in fact it bore as strongly upon their 
virtual denial of the Oral Law,—and lastly, we might have 
shown that the bitter tone in which they speak of our unl- 
versally revered Chief Rabbi, is by no means calculated 
to conciliate men from whom they have estranged themselves, 
nor to sooth feelings they have themselves sorely hurt. We 
might too have retorted the reproach of intolerance, by show- 
ing that they actually refuse admission into their body to any 
orthodox Jew, in preventing him from worshipping publicly 
on those second days of festivals which he conscientiously con- 
siders sacred. We might have shown their confusion of notions, 
in terming that religious persecution, what in fact is only ama- 
nifestation of that law of nature, (guiding both individuals and 
collective bodies, in short, every sensitive creature,) the law of 
self preservation, necessarily prompting the exclusion from their 
composition of any destructive element. We might have shown 


that organised religious persecution consists in inflicting phy- 


sical suffering. in abridging the natural or civil rights of persons 
st account of their re ious opinions; but not in the refusal 
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of religious communion with persons who differ from us in 
religious convictions. Were we more intent upon victory than 
upon reclaiming from error, were we struggling more for triumph 
than for reconciliation, verily the document before us would 
afford ample materials for triumphal ovations. We might have 
shown that the very loudness with which the removal of the 
so called anathema is demanded, that the very affectation with 
which the subject is so studiously treated, that the very over 
sensitiveness exhibited by the authors of the appeal, are the surest 
proofs of the pain felt by the excluded body, testifying most 
effectively their desire for readmission. But we were never 
swayed by such feelings. Whilst respecting the members of 
the secession congregation individually, whilst admitting the 
honesty of ox toe and the conscientiousness of many of them in 
the steps they have taken, we were yet compelled from principle 
to oppose views which, if carried out, must shake the re 
tion of our venerable religion, must subvert the basis upon 

which the structure of our faith has rested safely for thousands 

of years. However necessary, and however salutary certain 

alterations may be, however immaterial they may be made 

to appear, we yet consider their beneficial effects (if such), too 

dearly bought if purchased at the sacrifice of those principles 

which, humanly speaking, are the only guarantees for the pre- 

servation of that religious bond which unites Israelite to 

Israelite all over the world. Ofsuch unauthorized alterations, 

we take the same view that a loyal Englishman would take (to 

compare little things with great), of the usurpation of a Crom- 

well, An Englishman might pronounce the measures of the 

usurperas seasonable, expedient, and perhaps even wise ; he might 

enjoy the benefits accruing from them, and yet abhor the usur- 

pation, yet deprecate with all his might the recurrence of 
such events. It is not the act that he condemns, it is the 

principle from which it sprung. He is aware that the good 

which may result from a breach of principle, is only accidental 

and doubtful, whilst the evil resulting from it, apart from the 

object for which the principle is subverted, is, (by means of 
the precedent thus set, of the example given to discontent, 

ambition, or base selfishness,) sure and lasting, far outweighing 

the doubtful good. He is aware that the only guarantee for the 

safety, welfare, and happiness of society, lies in its adherence 

to principle ; and that, however injuriously it may occasionally — 
operate on individual interests, the evil would be still greater, 

“the cure still more difficult, were every one allowed to depart 

from the acknowledged principle whenever adherence would 

appear to him injurious. It has been with these views that 

we protested against the proceedings of the Seceders. What- 

ever therefore their professions, however sedulously they held 

up their conduct to public view, contending that the steps 

they had taken were comparatively of an insignificant character, 

we could not agree with these views, it being not so much the 

acts which we condemned, as the spirit of usurpation which 

had dictated them. | 

A body of laymen, however respectable in their walks of life, 
that take upon themselves to compile a new liturgy for public 
worship, that dare abolish festivals considered sacred by the 
great bédy of their co-religionists, that dare imply, if not 
explicitly declare, their rejection of traditional law,—such a 
body must be considered as usurpers, must be opposed 
by all those who are able to understand the immeasureably 
mischievous consequences necessarily attending upon such a 
usurpation. There is no occasion for entering into particulars, 
nor for examining how little or how much has been done ;— 
the fact that it has been done by an unauthorized body, carries 
its condemnation along with it. : 

But instead of expatiating on the differences, let us rather see 
whether this new authoritative publication has, or has not nar- 
rowed the breach made by the first; and in this respect, to 
our great satisfaction, we find much occasion to rejoice. Whilst 
in the opening sermon of the Rev. D. W. Marks, the rejection of 
the oral law is openly asserted, the present publication re- 
presents the whole difference to consist in deviation from 
the received liturgical forms! The Seceders then, whilst 
silently dropping that most dangerous and injudicious assertion, 


have narrowed the breach by half, have, in our opinion, ren- 
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dered it possible to an officious friend to help them over that | 


unfortunate moat which they themselves have dug, separating 
them from the community of Israel. We consider this docu- 
ment, therefore, as important, denoting as it does a new 
phase, a new stage of developement, through which the affair 
is passing. And though we are of opinion that a direct appeal 
to the ecclesiastical board, instead of a general address to a 
public which can do nothing in the matter, would have been 
fairer, more gracious, and more availing; though we con- 
sider an appeal addressed to any body—which is tantamount to 
nobody—as an egregious fault, we yet hope, and ardently wish, 
that this false step will not prevent some congregation disposed 
to act as mediator, from interposing its good offices; and 
it is from this point of view that we recommend the appeal 
to the serious recommendation of our readers. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Board of Deputies.—The departure of Sir Moses Montefiore 
having left vacant the office of President to this Board, a meet- 
ing was convened on Tuesday, 3rd March, for the nomination 
af another gentleman to that important post. On the motion of 
Mr. H. De Castro, seconded by Mr.S. H., Ellis, the unanimous 
election of the meeting fell upon Mr. David Salomons. There 
can be little doubt that the eminent share taken by that gen- 
tleman, in his own person, and at his own cost, in the removal 
of vulgar prejudices concerning the character and capabilities 
of the Jews, gives him a good title to the honour which has thus 
been conferred on him. 


Bevis Marks Sgnagogue : From a Correspondent.—On Sab- 
bath mpyin nee, Mr. Abraham Mendes, the gentleman who is 
in training for a Jewish ministerial office in Jamaica, performed 
the service at this Synagogue. In the course of the afternoon, 
he delivered a discourse on the subject cf Public Worship. It 
was pleasing to observe the marked improvement which this 
ne continues to evince in the style and matter of his 

iscourses. Some observations contained in his last sermon, 
respecting the advantages of Public Worship, and on the proper 
mode of conducting it, were exceedingly a and well con- 
ceived, and it was to be regretted that the Synagogue was so 
thinly attended, as several of the lecturer’s remarks were cal- 
culated to convey useful suggestions to those who take part in 
the direction of the Public Worship of all our Metropolitan 
Synagogues. 

Liverpool.—A protest against the misrepresentation, in the 
columns of the Secession organ, of what occurred iu the Seel- 


street Synagogue, has reached us from an influential member | 


of that congregation, on whose authority we quote the follow- 
ing statement :— | 

‘In the Jewish Chronicle of the 20th instant, there is a pa- 
ragraph headed ‘ Meeting at Liverpool,’ relating to the Burton- 
street affair, which contains a statement most erroneous, — 

“The question was not ‘ mooted at a vestry meeting,’ nor 
yet did the member alluded to express it as his opi- 
nion, that an appeal from the Burton-street Synagogue (?) 


should first be made.to the other congregations betore they 


could in justice take the matter up. 

‘* The facts are these.— After the close of a select committee 
meeting, some remarks on the ‘ Angel’ case, gave rise toa 
warm discussion, and one of the advocates for Burton-street 
intimating his intention to elicit a memorial to the Chief Rabbi 
from our congregation in their favour, the most determined 
hostility was opposed to such a step, denying the right of any 
of the uniting congregations to interfere, until the Burton-street 
body had submitted their grievances in a proper and respectful 
way, as a public body, to the Chief Rabbi. 

** Let them, it was said, do that, and express their willingness 
to concede to his opinion on such points as are obnoxious to 
the great majority of his flock,—in a word acknowledge, as 
we do, his authority,—then will we and others use any influ- 
ence we possess to bring about an arrangemeut. 

‘¢ You will see this differs widely from the statement in the 
Chronicle, and its contradiction becomes of some importance, 
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| call the attention of our brethren. 


looking to the fact of the same paper containing 
to presume the Burton-street congregation inten 
remark so conveniently foisted on our body.” 


what it is fair 
d to meet the 


Liverpool Jews’ Mendicity Society.—The Voice 
1845, vol. iv. p. 188, contained a report of a me 
May 15, for the formation of a society for the Suppression 

‘st of 
Mendicity and more effectual relief of the deserving itinerant 
poor, when a provisional committee was appointed to adopt the 
necessary measure to effect that object. The purposes of the 
Institution, as detailed in a preliminary address issued short] 
posterior to the meeting, are to put an end, so far as possible 
to the present baneful system of itinerant mendicancy, by prohj- 
biting alms-giving by individual members; and establishin 
instead a Board of Relief, empowered to apportion to each 
case such aid as may be commensurate to its peculiar merits 
‘‘ Irrespective of this, their endeavours will be strenuously 
directed to place before the applicants such powerful induce. 
ments as may lead the habitually idle and vicious to abjure 
those practices which now impair their energies, and by the 
remedial means of small loans, and judicious sympathy and ad. 
vice, cause them, instead of being a burden and discredit, to 
become useful members of society, and enable them to obtain 
their own livelihood by honourable and industrial pursuits.” 

The interval between the period of the first meeting and the 
present time has, with an allowance for some unavoidable 
causes of delay, been occupied by the committee in collecting 
subscriptions, and making the necessary arrangements, and on 
Sunday Ist instant, a respectably and numerously attended meet- 
ing assembled at the Old Synagogue Chambers, to take the 
necessary steps for the establishment of the society. Mr. 
Henry Daniell having been called to the chair, he briefly ad- 
dressed the meeting, and called on Mr. M. Wolfe, the honorary 
secretary, to read the report of the provisional committee. A 
code of laws prepared by the committee was next submitted to 
the consideration of the meeting; and after a discussion, in 
which several gentlemen took part, various amendments were. 
proposed and acceded to, and the laws were unanimously 
adopted. Mr. Marcus Wolfe was then elected as secretary, 
and the following gentlemen appointed as a Board of Manage- 
ment for the ensuing year—viz. Mr. H. Daniell, President; 
Mr. Elias J. Mozley, Treasurer; Messrs. B. L. Joseph, E. 5. 
Yates, J. Schwersensky, A. Abraham, S. H. Samuel, and 
Henry Hiams. A vote of thanks was then unanimously and 
cordially given to the chairman for his conduct in the chair, as 
well as for his indefatigable exertions in behalf of the society, 
and the meeting separated. The amount of annual subscrip- 
tions, as announced by the chairman, is at. present £250, and 
both the congregations have undertaken to make up any defi- 
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ciency, in equitable proportions, that may arise. 


Late Busmess Hours.—One of the great obstacles to the 
efforts made for the moral and intellectual improvement of the 
humbler classes, has always appeared to us the circumstance 
that they prolong the business hours, and encroach upon the 
time destined by nature for the recreation and culture of the 
mind, and for invigorating the faculties relaxed by the toils of 
the day. A large portion of the Jews of this empire belonging 
to the classes alluded to, the misehievous consequences of such 
an unnatural order of things have not failed to exhibit them- 
selves among our brethren. Though this subject has not 
escaped the attention of the well-wishers of the community, (as 
clearly elucidated in one of the letters signed Y, addressed to 
the Chief Rabbi,) yet was it considered as past all remedy, 80 
long as our Christian brethren should not be alive to the ev 
and try to remedy it; since the isolated step of one single class 
would only lead to its ruin without remedying the evil. We are 
therefore happy to find that a sense of the injuries done to the 
nation by these late business hours prevails strongly 1m wider 
circles. In No. 954 of the Atheneum, we read an advertisement 
which will bear out our view, and to the contents of which we 
Perhaps some one ames 
them will try to solve the problem. We should also const id 
the bearing of the subject as interesting enough to be intro- 
duced into the discussion class at Sussex Hall. 
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« Prize Essays.—15 Guineas and 5 Guineas are hereby offered 
by the Metropolitan Drapers’ Association, as Prizes for the best 
and second best Addresses respectively on the Power, Interest 
and Duty of the Public to effect a general early closing of shops 
in all Trades; the Addresses not to exceed four pages 8vo,”’ 
ke., &e. 

“« P.S.—The Metropolitan and Provincial Press will confer 
great favour by noticing in their columns this announcement.” 


Miscellanea,.—We read in the Atheneum (N. 956) that our 
co-religionist, S. W. Drach, Esq., has been elected a member 
of the Council of the Astronomical Society. We learn also 
from last week’s number of the above named paper, that Mr. 
Boas, a Judge of Amsterdam, and one of our distinguished co- 
religionists, has departed this world. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Jewish Colony in America.—The idea of establishing in 
America a Jewish colony, has again been broached in Germany. 
A Jewish merchant of Rodenberg, Herr Behrend, publishes in 
a supplement to the second number of the Orient, his corres- 
pondence on the subject, with Baron A. Rothschild, of Frank- 
fort, Drs. Riesser and Philippsohn, none of whom however are 
favourable to the scheme. Herr Behrend sends forth an appeal 
to his brethren, calling upon them to form a society for that 
purpose, and to raise the necessary funds, by issuing shares, 
which, as he contends, would ultimately pay a fair dividend. 


Posen.—The Jews of the grand duchy of Posen, are still 
labouring under various restrictions and disabilities, removed 
from the Jewish inhabitants of the other Prussian provinces, by 
the famous edict of 1812. Itis now contemplated, (according 
to the Z. de J.) to place the aggrieved Jews of Posen on an equal 
footing with their other brethren; and various conferences have 
lately been held for this purpose among the functionaries of 
the province. The impulse to these interesting changes, 1s 
said to have been given in the highest quarter. 

In the reply given by the King of Prussia to the proposals 
made by various provincial diets, the monarch stated, that he 
would take into consideration the proposals concerning the 


amelioration of the civil, and especially the religious, state of 


the Jews, though he would not conceal that it was not his 
intention to place his Jewish subjects entirely on an equal foot- 
ing with the Christians, 


Russia.—We translate the concluding portion of an elaborate 
article in No. 4 of the Orient, concerning the Jewish population 
in Russia :—** European Russia, Poland not included, numbers 
1,132,331 Talmudic, and 4106 Karaite Jews; if we add ‘the 
Jewish population of Asiatic Russia (viz. 7670 Talmudic Jews 
in Caucasus, and in the country of the Tshernomaric Cossacks, ) 
and 5330 Talmudic Jews in the four Siberian governments, 
Tobolsk, Tomsk, Jeniseisk, and Irkutsk. The population of 
the Talmudic Jews will amount to 1,145,331 souls, whilst the 
number of Karaites stated above at 4106 souls remains 
the same. Both together form a population of 1,149,437 
souls. According to the same account, the number of Jews in 
Poland (there are none in Finland) amounted in 1843, to 
455,330 souls. The Jews, therefore, in the whole Russian 
empire, of both sexes, constituted a population of by far more 
than a million and a-half, or more exactly of 1,604,767 souls. 


Hanover.—The recent establishment in Hanover of an insti- 
tution for the training of efficient teachers, in the erection of 
which Dr. Adler so zealously and successfully laboured, will 
probabably experience an uncommon mark of favour. Lhe go- 
vernment has not only sanctioned the establishment, but has 
likewise held out the prospect of a grant from the public funds, 


Toleration.—The prejudices against Jews are beginning to 
subside in some parts of Germany. ‘Thus the citizens of 
Pflaumloch, (in Wurtemberg,) lately elected a Jew as mayor. 


This is the first election which has fallen on a Jew since 1833, 
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when the Israelites of Wiirtemberg were declared admissible to 
municipal offices. 

Among the statutes of the Russian order of Anne, which were 
lately published, is a paragraph to the effect, that whoever has 
converted at least 100 non-Christians, or members of dangerous 
sects, to the established church, may claim the decoration of 
this order. 

At the command of the Emperor, the ukase ordering the 
Russian Jews to change their peculiar costume for that gene- 
rally used in the country, has also been extended over Poland. 
From the Ist of December, 1850, no Jew will be permitted to 
distinguish himself by a peculiar garb, but must either adopt 
the usual costume of the other inhabitants, or that of the Rus- 
Sian nation. 

From an article in the Leipzig Universal Gazette, we learn 
that Dr. Lilienthal did not adopt the resolution to leave Russia 


jand go to America, till he saw that the laws issued could 


not be productive of any good for his brethren, and till 
attempts were made to persuade him to enter the estab- 
lished church. The same article recommends also in strong 
terms, the organization of a plan ef emigration. 


Breslau.—A Jewish physician has left this place for Rome, 
to attend the Pope during his illness. | 

France ; A new royal ordonnance, dated of the 7th January, 
1846, creates another Jewish Consistoire, the board of which 1s 
to assemble at St. Esprit in the Landes. The following are some 
ofthe particulars. Seven departments are separated from the Con- 
sistoire of Bordeaux, to form that of St. Esprit. A minister, paid 
by the government, is to reside at St. Esprit, and there is also 
to be a Chief Rabbi; both these functionaries are to receive sa- 
laries as fixed by the decree of 1834. 

The pastoral letter recently addressed by the Consistoire o| 
Colmar to the officers of the various synagogues, is distinguished 
for its wisdom and aptitude. The letter announces that the 
Consistoire will direct its attention to—Ist. The investigation 
into mendicity: 2nd, Religious and elementary instruction: 3rd, 
The erection of a preparatory school for training ministers : 
4th, The diffusion of a love for labour among the youth of the 
middle and humble classes, It also promises to promote 
general concord and harmony, and to nominate to public offices 
of administration only those who enjoy the confidence of their 
communities, and who, by their enlightenment and devotion, 
afford the best guarantee that they will enter seriously on the 
discharge of their duties. ( Univ. Isr. )* 


The American Jewish Publication Society recently formed 
at Philadelphia, has printed its excellent constitution and by- 
laws. Its highly laudable object is thus set forth—‘* The sub- 
scribers,—deeply impressed with the necessity of fostering Jew- 
ish literature, and of diffusing the utmost possible knowledge 
among all classes of Israelites of the tenets of their religion, 
and the history of their people; and feeling that the attainment 
of this project is beyond the means of any individual, and that 
association is a powerful lever to foster any great and good 
cause,—do combine as a society, for the purpose of carrying the 
above objects into effect; and pledge themselves to each other | 
to contribute all in their power to promote the interest of their 
association.”—F'rom the Occident. 

The Rev. Mr. Isaacs, of New York, has been invited by the 
Mayor of New Haven, and several professors of Yale College, 
to deliver a lecture before them, in the month of January, 
‘‘ On the Present Condition and the Future Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Hopes of the Jews.” “The reverend gentleman has re- 
sponded to this call, and we doubt not will give a worth 
account of what we are now and hope to be in all ages, It 
must not be forgotten that, till very lately, there were no 
Jews in Connecticut. [We have already reported this lecture. 
—Eps. V. of J.] 


* Our respected contemporary good humouredly reminds us of some 
extract from his columns without acknowledgement; he will admit that 
if so, it must have been accidental, and not consonant with our rule, 
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Baltimore.—We rejoice to be able to announce to the readers 
of our magazine, that that consistent Israelite and worthy man, 
Jacob I. Cohen, of Baltimore, was, on the 28th of November, 
elected President of the first branch of the City Councils; not 
that this station confers any unexpected honour on our friend, 
but that it proves, that a religious life as a professing Jew is no 
bar with enlightened Christians to appreciate merit and talent 
in an Israelite, and this, too, in a state where the removal of 
civil disabilities for opinions’ sake is but of recent a oe 

St. Thomas.—We \earn from one of our correspondents, that 
the Hebrew School in this place is prospering, and that Mr. 
Nathan does much for the progress of the congregation. 

Kingston, Jamaica.—On the 9th of October, there was wit- 
nessed at the Sephardim Synagogue of this town, the presenta- 
tion of a Sepher, (the copy of the laws,) with appropriate cere- 
monies and chaunts. ‘The service was conducted by the Rev. 
Isaac Lopes, minister of the congregation. The book was a 
gift of our friend Moses Mendes Sollas, of Buff Bay, St. George’s, 
who had imported it expressly for the purpose of presenting it 
to the Synagogue, in memory of his late father, who had offi- 
ciated as Tokeang, (the one who blows the cornet on New 
Year’s day, Kippur, and Hoshaanah Rabbah.) 


Mr, Albert Cohn's audience of Louis Philippe.—In reference 
to this audience (mentioned in our last), we have now before usa 
highly interesting letter addressed by Mr. C. to our esteemed 
French contemporaries, the Univ. Isr. & Arch. Isr. The letter 
gives an account of the gracious manner in which the King 


received the address of his African-Jewish subjects, and of. 
the expressions which his Majesty used in speaking of the | 


Jews in general. Want of space preventing us from in- 


serting the letter in this number, we reserve it for our next 
publication. | 


Kingston, Jamaica, Feb. 8.—The proposed bazaar promises 
to be successful : liberal collections having been made both 
among the ladies and the gentlemen. Being impressed with 
the conviction that, however laudable the part which our sisters 
in faith bear in those charitable dispositions so characteristic 
of our co-religionists, they take too little share in the car- 
rying out of benevolent measures, we have never omitted to 
notice gratifying exceptions. It is in this spirit that we call 
attention to the projected bazaar at Kingston, (the particulars 
of which were given in our last,) in which the ladies are taking 
sO prominent a part. 

Had we room to spare, we should recite from our own 
columns some remarks elicited by the successful exertions of our 
London Ladies’ Benevolent Society, or we should repeat some 
observations which we appended to a document of the Bristol 
Benevolent Ladies’ Society,ina recent number. As it is, we can 
only refer our readers to what is there stated on the subject, 
sincerely hoping that this new example nobly set by our 
sisters will find many imitators. : 

The Jewish and General Literary Society maintains its high 
standing, and we learn with great pleasure from the local 

apers that it continues to excite the most lively interest, 

he Jamaica Dispatch of Feb. 5, contains a report of a lecture 
delivered by the. president, Rev. Solomon Jacobs, and the 
Guardian gives an account of another by Mr. Henry Vendryes. 
The former spoke on free agency, and so well did he treat this 
abstruse subject, that at the conclusion of the lecture, the rev. 
gentleman was repeatedly cheered ; after which Dr. Ashenheim, 
the vice-president, congratulated the society upon the lecture 
delivered that evening, and proposed a hearty and cordial vote 
of thanks to the lecturer; at the same time indulging a ho 
that he would shortly favour them with another lecture of the 
same kind, This was carried by acclamation. 

The other gentleman treated on mythology. On the mode 
in which he acquitted himself of his duty, we read in the Guar- 
dian. ‘* His lecture was both instructive and interesting; and 
all who were present must acknowledge it to be a composition 


as pure in its language and as elegant in diction as it was 
pleasing and lofty in its style.” 
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Montego Bag.—The reports from this place are an 
satisfactory; the congregation having been split in 
by the attempt of the Rev. Mr. Carillon to introduce novelt; 
and to depart from ancient usages in synagogue affairs, 4 — 
claration or protest against Mr. C.’s policy has been numero a 
signed, and most of its subscribers have withdrawn their cae 
contributions towards the congregational support, 


ythin g but 
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THE SECESSION, AND ITS ORGAN. 

The ‘ Chronicle” has again sought refuge in the tactic. 
which characterized that print before it became so openly ii. 
mitted to the Burton-street secession. Experience has ey;. 
dently taught its conductors, that they may bespatter with myq 
so long as they list, safe from our notice, while the style, Jan. 
guage, and illustrations resorted to, are derogatory to the Anglo. 
Jewish press. Readers om smile, perhaps, at the Chronj. 
cle’s plagiarisms from the London Charivari, despite their jp. 
compatibility with the discussion of religious principles and 
interests, but certainly there exists no well-constituted ming 
but must revolt at vulgarity, even thought it ape the mien of 
wit. We find it, therefore, necessary to say that, while we ep. 
tertain no objection to such discussions between parties whose 
names and standings afford guarantees for the due courtesies 
and legitimate limits of debate, we must discountenance any 
intercourse with the Chronicle itself, in its present tone and 
temper. 

In dismissing the Chronicle, and in order that there may be 
no pretence to represent us as indisposed to grapple with any. 
thing bearing the semblance of argument, whenever an antago. 
nist worthy to be met shall take up the gauntlet, we shall point 
out seriatim the five special points upon which the Chronicle 
now elects to stand, after evading all the more important prin- 
ciples opened out by one particular case, and preferring to 
squabble on its mere details. 

1. We grant that the Chief Rabbi has seen fit to impose a 
test of conformity with Judaism, as taught in, and recognised 
by the synagogues of whose religious interests he is the in- 
vested guardian:—such test being offered to a candidate for 
admission into one of those synagogues. 

2. We hold that, if marriage be indeed a religious rite, then 
it was no “ innovation” of the present Chief Rabbi, when ap- 
pealed to in his executive capacity, to apply the ‘* declaration” 
of his predecessor—(that persons in the position of the Burton- 
street congregation ** cannot be permitted to have any commu- 
nion with us Israelites in any religious rite or sacred act,” )—to 
the case of Jane Angel. 

3. We maintain that, ifthe Chief Rabbi did not, when first 
applied to, interpose any difficulty to the authorization of Jane 
Angel’s marriage, the fair inference is, that he would have pre- 
ferred to give his license unconditionally, but that he, neverthe- 
less, on re-consideration, found it his duty to impose a test; 
one, moreover, which was eventually taken to the satisfaction 
of the Beth Din, and to the injury of no one. 

4. We admit that the Voice of Jacob had not previously 
construed either the ‘* declaration” or the ‘‘ caution” to In- 
volve a cherem, even to the modified extent now ruled. But 
in making this admission, and accepting the secession tribute 
to the uniform moderation of our own views and wishes through- 
out these lamented differences, we are bound to confess that 
our wish had been father to our thought, and that we must ne- 
vertheless bow deferentially to the ez cathedra judgment, though 
we it. 

5. This point turns upon the question, of whether or not the 
late Chief Rabbi knowingly and deliberately sanctioned an In- 
termarriage in a prior case, precisely similar to that of Jane 
Angel, without imposing any test soever. This is almost 
wholly a question of evidence, and here we are at a disadvan- 
tage; for, instead of the witnesses named being indifferent to 
the issue, and examined in open court, they happen to be 


* It would be injustice to the proprietor of this journal, to notice a 
Chronicle’s attempts to disparage him, seeing that he does not pondesors 
to do so on his own behalf; and moreover, because none of the ostens? * 
advocates of the secession movement appear to find it expedient, either 
answer his appeal, or to accept his challenge. 
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wholly under the influence of the Rev. Mr. Marks himself, and | do 


their examination, moreover, is put forward eXx-parte, 
have no party to instruct or prompt us in our defence 
stituted authority, while it is evidently far otherwise 
to the charges libelled against the responsible administration : 
meanwhile, therefore, and until some competent tribunal shall - 
afford an opportunity to sift the evidence of Mr. Mark’s wit- | 
nesses, we Claim to be excused for not withdrawing confidence | 
from our own informants. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 
To the Editors of the Voice of Jacob. 


Sirs,—I trust the desire of being useful, though in an indi- | 
rect manner, to the humble portion of my brethren, will induce | 
you to give insertion in your widely circulated periodical to the | 
following lines, in the hope that those who possess the means, 
and at the same time it is to be inferred, the mill also, may be 
induced to considerthem, and not deem them altogether unworthy 
of attention. They have been suggested by the appearance in 
your last number, of an article headed, ‘‘ The Doubt,” and like- 
wise another, in rather anold number, viz. ‘‘ The Youthful days of 
Maimonides ;”’ to the latter of which was appended a foot note, de- | 


siring to know if the tale were true. Both these articles are to be | 
found treated at much greater length in the second volume of’ 
the Hebrew Review, pages 143 and 334. I think it is much | 
to be regretted, that a work of this description, devoted as it is 
solely to our sacred language, religion, history, and literature, 
and the only one in English of its kind, should be so little 
known among the class to which I have alluded. Ata time 
when the desire to benefit by the religious instruction of our 
new Chief Rabbi is so rife in our community, an obstacle 
arises to its general diffusion, in consequence of his discourses 
being delivered in the German language. Under such circum- 
stances, might not an effort be made to enlighten our humble, 
but less educated brethren, by a series of tracts to be pub- 
lished weekly, and distributed gratuitously, after the system of 
the London Tract Society, or at a small charge, say of a penn 
or halfpenny, the expense to be defrayed by subscription? If 
this should be found to answer the desired end, viz., induction 
into the principles of our sacred religion, if only to a moderate 
extent, might not a still further advance be made in the same 
cause by a republication of the Hebrew Review, (provided Dr. | 
Raphael would consent thereto,) but at a much cheaper rate 
than the former edition, in order to meet the desire of those 
who may wish to possess themselves of so excellent a work, and | 
yet find sixpence a number too expensive, particularly when it 
is remembered how great a reduction there is in the cost of 
paper and printing ? 

The question now to be considered is, where are to be found 
the agents for distributing the aforesaid tracts? I think it will 
not be denied, that the most eligible parties for executing this 
pert of the project would be the Ladies’ Visiting Society, as 
best understanding the situation of the classes for whom it 1s 
intended, could they be induced to undertake the pious mission, 
for such it would undoubtedly be. 

These two agents combined, might be the means of preparing 
the minds of our yet uninstructed brethren, with that elemen- 
tary knowledge of our religion, of which they are so deficient ; 
and thus render them better capable to understand and appreciate 

e superior knowledge of our new Pastor, when he shall be 
able to convey it to them in our native tongue. With the re- 
- newed hope that these reflections may not be deemed unworthy 
of attention, 


I remain, yours respectfully, 


Jan. 21, 1846, 23rd Tebet, 5606. 


Sussex Hall. ‘ 
Gentlemen.—On perusing the list of donations to Sussex 
Hall, I find the neal of B. Elkin, Esq. 50/. Now, I think, I 
_ remember that one of the reports of this institution told us, that 
this same gentleman had advanced the funds necessary for the 
purchase of the library. I also fancy I have seen his name as a 
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nor to the original fund. Under these circumstances, and 


Now we | considering that the gentleman is distinguished for his literary 
e of con- | productions, may I venture to ask. why he is not a patron of the 
in regard | institution? Surely acts such as his should entitle him to the 
distinction ; for with the exception of the admirable president, 


H. De Castro, Esq., no one has so benefited the institution as 
the gentleman I allude to. 
Yours, ke. 


To the Editors of the Voice of Jacob. 


The Russo-Polish Jews. 
To the Editors of the Voice of Jacob. 


Sirs,—As it is evident that funds will be required to assist 
our unfortunate brethren in the Russian dominions, I am rather 
surprised and sorry that as yet there has been no public col- 
lection for that purpose. 

I am persuaded that an appeal from your powerful pen 
would have a very beneficial effect, and being anxious to con- 
tribute my mite, I shall be happy to hand you £5 towards so 
desirable an object, not wishing my name to appear. I beg to 
enclose my card, and remain Sirs, your obedient servant, 

A Frienp To CHARITY 

{Application on this subject has been made to the various 
authorities, and we do not find them disposed to encourage a 
subscription at this peculiar juncture.—Eds. V. of J. | 


A MEMBER. 


On THE Term BRAZIL.” 
To the Editors of the Voice of Jacob.* 


Sirs,—W ill you allow me to convey through the medium of your 
valuable journal, to your correspondent, ** E.” in No, 119, some 
ideas which may perhaps contribute towards the solution of the 
question RL by him on an apparent paradox in Kimchi. 
1 think he is mistaken in his opinion, that the dye-wood, known 
by the name of Brazil wood, received its appellation from the 
country of that name ; I think on the contrary, that the country. 
received its name from the circumstance that its discoverers, 
or first settlers, found this wood there plentifully, and that it 
was either the first thing that struck them in the newly explored 
regions, or they considered it as its most valuable production. 
This view is also taken by Huet, who, supported by the au- 
thority of the Portuguese author, De Barros, (vide his history 
of Asia, dos Feilos que os Portuguezes, etc. Decad 1. 5, p. 2.) 
declares that the country of Brazil received its name from the 
wood called Brazil found in the newly discovered region. 
That this dye-wood grows in the old world, and was known 
long before the discovery of America, appears from the article 
‘“‘Bacam” in Herbelot’s Bibliotheque Orientale. After stating that 
this is the name given by the Arabs to the wood called by us 
Brazil wood, he quotes some eastern writers who declare that 
the wood is to ti found in the islands of Raim Lameri and 
Kaulam, and that it is exceedingly red. ‘That the genus of tree 
from which the Brazil wood comes is also to be found in the 
East Indies, is expressly affirmed by botanists, as I find stated 
in the Penny Cyclopedia, under the head ‘* Ceesalpina,.”’ 

The question now is, how did the wood come by that name ? 
With your permission, Sirs, I will venture a conjecture on this 
point, which by eliciting further enquiry and discussion, might 
finally set the question at rest. 

The tree is described in the above article of the Cyclopzedia, 
as prickly. Now if we remember that 193 in Chaldaic means to 
perforate, to pierce ; that from this root (according to Gesenius), 
is derived the noun 5y3 (iron), on account of its piercing or 
wounding quality; if we further consider that in Arabic 15,4 
denotes the instrument with which the smith cuts iron, (forfex 

ua ferrum incidit faber ferrarius,) we might deem it possible 


‘that Brazil is a Semitic name, given to the tree in question, 


from its pricking or piercing quality. Brazil tree would then 
mean the pricking tree. It may further be supposed, that as 
the Europeans were made acquainted with this wood by some 


—* his letter has been standing over many weeks, waiting room. __ 
+ The printer having no Arabic types, we employ the corresponding 
Hebrew letters.—Ebs. 
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eastern nation, so they received also its name without knowing 
its signification. 
instances. 
two articles of commerce which were received from the East, 
together with their names. These are saffron and coffee, which 


in the Arabic denote very immaterial qualities of the objects 


so called. 

It is possible, however, that the word belongs to the family 
of the Latin language. In all the idioms derived from the 
Latin, we find an expression for a burning coal beginning with 
the letters be, which are followed by a sibilant. 
which I allude, (probably a derivative from the Latin comburo, 
I burn,) is in Italian brace, Spanish brazero, French braise. 


Now as the most striking quality of the Brazil wood—its color, | 


resembles very much a red hot substance, the-name of brace 
may have been given to it, which ultimately was corrupted 
into Brazil. 

Conscious of having trespassed the boundaries of a letter 
suitable to your columns, I abstain from any further remarks, 
though various reasons corroborating this last conjecture, sug: 
gest themselves to my mind. 

I remain Yours, respectfully, G. 

London, Jan. 23, 5606. 


Jewish Charity.—The provost Gollner relates, in his 
** Reading book for all classes,” the following anecdote. Two 
years since, when making my circuit for collecting voluntary 
contributions for the poor, I went among other places into the 
house of an old Jew, who was sitting by the side of a little 
table studying the Talmud: behind him stood two boys. Having 
told him the object of my visit, he silently rose, fetched from a 
drawer a small purse, which could only have contained a 
moderate sum, and contributed more largely than I expected. 
Whilst so engaged, one of the boys asked if it was the French 
colonists for whom the collection was being made; but before 
I could give an answer, the old man interrupted him in a very 
warm tone, ‘‘ Why do you ask for whom it is? It is for human 
beings. What has their name to do with the matter? They 
are children of our common father! He _ has blessed us, it 
is our duty to assist them in His name.” 


Rashi.—Depping in ‘ Les Juifs du moyen Age,” (p.115,) 
relates the following incident in the life oi R. Shelomo Yitschaki, 
(Rashi.) During his travels, whilst staying in Bohemia, he 
was seized, gagged, and brought before the Duke Weamslaw, 
who was on the point of subjecting him to the torture, when 
the Bishop of Olmutz, who happened to be present accidentally, 
cast his eyes on the prisoner, and to his great astonishment, 


age to the Holy 


Smyrna.—W e have received the two numbers of the Levantine 
Jewish periodical, ‘‘ The Gates of the East.” The second number 
having now appeared, and the Editor expecting confidently the 
assistance which his undertaking so well deserves, we are in 
hope that he will fully succeed. Should our expectation be 
realised, we are convinced it would vastly benefit our brethren 
in the East. We shall be happy to render to the work any 
assistance we can Offer. | 


Died. 
On the 19th inst., in Brook-street, Grosvenor Square, Jacob James 


Hart, Esq., late Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, for Saxony, in the 62nd 
year of his age. 


NOTICES ‘tO CORRESPONDENTS. | 
B.’s letter in our next. 


Many articles are in type waiting for room; among these are several 
reviews. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Sabb. 14th March 16thof Adar Portion for the Week AWAD 
Frid. 20 at 6 o’Clock. 
Sabb. 21* 23 Portion for the Week 
* On this Sabbath the New Moon of the ensuing month is proclaimed, 
and we mention it to remind our readers, that the Chief Rabbi preaches 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


To exemplify this, I might adduce various | 
I shall however content myself with mentioning 


The word 


a4 GENTLEMEN OF THE HEBREW PERSUAST] 
DINING IN THE CITY—Sussex Hall Tavern, No. o1, Leadenh LON 
next door to Sussex Hall.— Morris Barnett, begs respectfully to inform = Street, 
that having taken the above house, he has made arrangements for pre a public, 
Chops and Steaks, at any hour of the day. Good Beds. W5 San paring “W3 


d ato 
| Wines and Spirits of superior quality.—Charges, Strictly sbelosiee” 


WV ESTERN JEWISH PHILANTHROPIC & PENSION 


SOCIETY.—The Committee of the above Charity announce th 
have a vacancy for a Pensioner on the Funds. Any person desirous of we they 
a Candidate, must apply to the Secretary, Mr. L. Lazarus, 13, Queen-street. san® 
on or before the L8th of March next, of whom all particulars may be obtained. ae 
| 20th Feb., 5606—1846. 


EWS’ FREE SCHOOL, Bell Lane, Spitalfields, for gy 
Boys and 300 Girls, ; 
_ The Anniversary Dinner in aid of the Funds of this Institution, wij 
on Thursday, the 26th March next, at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate stro 

President—David Salomons, Esq., in the Chair. Vice-President—Benjamir 
Moses,.Esq. Treasurers—S. L. De Symons, Esq.; Alfred Davis, Esq. Sistrends... 
Henry H. Cohen, Esq.; Alfred Davis, Esq.; Benjamin Moses, Esq.; Samuel 
Ridge, Esq.; M. A. De Rothschild, Esq.; David Salomons, Esq. ‘ 


By Order—S, SOLOMON, Sec 


take Place 


In the Press, and shortly will be Published, 
JEWISH MANUAL; or Practical Information 


Jewish and Modern Cookery; with a collection of valuable Recipes and 
Hints relating to the Toilette. Edited by a Lady. 
Samuel Meldola, 18, St. Mary Axe. 


EWS’ ORPHAN ASYLUM, 22, Leman Street. Good. 


& man’s Fields.—-The Managers of the above charitable Institution, respect. 
fully announce to the Governors, Subscribers, and Friends of the Charity, that the 
Fourth Anniversary Ball in aid of the Funds, will take place early in the month o; 


May next. A. SAQUI, Spe. 
February 17th, 1846. 


Just Published, Nos. 1 and 2 of the 
GATES OF THE EAST. 


|S eae a Journal published at Smyrna every Fortnight: 


containing accounts of events passing in the East, and in Palestine in 
| particular, also of the state of the Jews in Turkey and other Eastern countries ; 
and an exact mercantile report of the imports and exports in and from Smyrna 
and Constantinople, is furnished in every number of the Journal, 
The Subscription is Annually 4 dollars, or 17s. 6d. 

People who are desirous of becoming Subscribers, will please to send their 
names to Mr. D. Pincherle, 6, Finsbury Chambers, or to the Jewish Chronicle 
Office, 132, Houndsditch, where orders will be punctually attended to, 


EWISH NATIONAL FRIENDLY ASSOCIATION, for 


Q the manufacture of Passover Bread, enrolled pursuant to Act of Parliament. 
The President and Committee of the above Society, tender their sincere thanks 
to their numerous supporters, and regret that an advance of 18s. per sack in the 


_price of Flour, compels them to fix the price of the Passover Bread for the 


ensuing Festival, at 54 per lb. for the best quality, and 4} for the second ditto, 


Perelatoes, &c., 1s.. 6d. per Ib., but they flatter themselves that this advanced 
recognised in him the Physician, (Rashi practised successfully | r ; 


the art of medicine,) who many years back, while on a pilgrim-_ 

| Land, had cured him of a dangerous disease | 
which had threatened his life. At the intercession of the Bishop, 

the prisoner was freed from his chains, and restored to liberty. 


price is cousiderably less than it would have been, but for the exertions of this 
Society, and which they trust will be deemed a sufficient claim to secure for them 
the continued and increasing patronage of their fellow brethren. They also, with 


_a view of accommodating their friends resident in the country, undertake to forward 
(enclosed with their Passover Bread), their orders for Grocery, Spirits, &c., at the 


prices charged for them by the respective Tradesmen, and such orders to be 
forwarded to the Office, 41, Great Prescott Street, on or before the 3rd of April. 
By Order—M. HART, Sec. 


EWS’ AND GENERAL LITERARY & SCIENTIFIC 

INSTITUTION, Sussex Hall, Leadenhall Street. : 

The President and Committee of Management of this Institution, return their 

grateful acknowledgements to the kind Donors who have responded to their 

circular, inviting aid for the purpose of preventing as much as possible, the loss to 

which the Institution might be subjected, consequent upon the postponement of 

the Anniversary Celebration, and respectfully solicit further contributions. 

Committee Room, MORRIS 8S. OPPENHEIM, 


March 11th, 1846, Hon. 


The following is the list of Donations to this date. 


Amount of Donations already an- | Albert Cohen,  ! 
MOUNCEE S80 11 John Davis, Esq., Mile End. 6 
Alexander Alexander, Esq.. 1 1 0 | Dr. A. Benisch.......++-++ 0 10 


Additional contributions will be gratefully received by the Honorary Secretary, 
at Sussex Hall, and will be announced in future advertisements. 


Printed by Epwarp Varty, 27, Camomile Street, in the Parish ha 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and Publishe pl 
BENJAMIN STeIL1, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Faith unde 
St. Paul, in the City of London; and Dyte & Son, 106, Strand. 


on these occasions. 


Fripay, Marcu 13, 1846. 
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